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4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 3 - 4

To receive questions or statements on the business of the committee from 
town and parish councils and members of the public. 

14. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS 5 - 6

To receive any questions from members in accordance with procedure rule 
13.
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Public Participation at the meeting

Public Question from Mr Stephen Godsall, Resident of Alderholt, to the Cabinet Member for 
Planning regarding agenda item 8 relating to the Local Plan

How will the Council's decision to declare a Climate Emergency affect spatial planning policy, 
and in particular will development now be located where there is good access to employment 
and services?

Statement from Ms Irene Statham, resident of Dorchester, in relation to Climate Change
I would like to congratulate Dorset Council on passing the motion declaring a climate 
emergency at the first full council meeting on May 16th.

Some of the implications of passing this motion became clear to me when reading the copy of 
“Dorset Council News” last week. A third of a column was devoted to the climate emergency 
and it talks about developing “a programme that puts sustainability at the heart of our 
organisation”. However, I was unable to find any reference to climate change under any other 
heading, including extensive sections on the local plan, housing, highways and employment.

Clearly it is early days.

I understand that cabinet members and their portfolios were decided before the motion was 
passed. But in the light of the declaration of the climate emergency I would suggest that there 
should be an explicit portfolio for “climate and ecological emergency” so that there is a voice in 
cabinet ensuring that all cabinet decisions are examined from this point of view.  I would further 
suggest that merely adding it to the already substantial portfolio of ‘Highways, Transport and 
Environment’ would be an inadequate measure.

Today the Forward Plan is being considered and I cannot spot any reference to Climate 
Change, let alone to the Climate Emergency. This is the level of scrutiny that a cabinet member 
with an explicit portfolio could offer.

Page 3

Agenda Item 4



This page is intentionally left blank



Member Speaking at the Meeting

Member Statement from Cllr David Tooke, Local Member for Cranborne and Alderholt, 
regarding agenda item 8 relating to the Local Plan

One of the Key Decisions you are considering today is whether to continue with the multiple 
Draft Local Plans and Options drawn up by predecessor bodies, or to develop a unified Dorset 
Council wide plan. 
I would draw your attention to some of the excellent principles that underlay the old East Dorset 
Options Consultation document. 
This provided seven clear objectives which I believe, if properly adhered to in the plan then 
developed would lead to a strong and generally accepted way forward. 
Of these Seven Objectives some are very relevant to the new Dorset Council area, and could 
be very simply adapted. 

Objective 1 - To manage and safeguard the natural environment of (East) Dorset 

Objective 2 - To maintain and improve the character of the towns and villages, and to create 
vibrant local centres 

Objective 3 - To adapt to the challenges of Climate Change 
This Objective calls for reducing the impact of carbon emissions from transport by more 
sustainable patterns of development in accessible locations. 
This Objective becomes even more significant in view of our declaration of a Climate 
Emergency. 

Objective 4 - To enable the mixed economy of (East) Dorset to grow, and to develop new 
employment sectors – and should relate to the work of the LEP. 

Objective 5 - Which states that: Sufficient housing will be provided to address local needs, 
whilst 
maintaining the character of local communities. 

Objective 6 - To reduce the need for people to travel and to have more travel choices 
This is one of the key Objectives and is crucial to the ability of the eventual Plan to meet 
most of the other Objectives. 
It states, specifically: 
Development will be located in the most accessible locations, focused on prime transport 
corridors and town centres. New residential development will be located either close to 
existing facilities, or where good transport links exist to such facilities. 
It is supported in the Vision Statement which says: 
Development will be focused on locations accessible by different modes of transport and 
along the main transport corridors, bus routes and town centres. Transport corridors 
along the A347, A348, B3073, B3072 and B3074 will be enhanced to promote a wider 
choice of transport. 

Objective 7 - To help our communities to thrive and help people support each other. 
Unfortunately when it came to the Site Allocations section, three of these excellent Objectives 
seem to have been ignored – Objectives 3, 5 and 6. 

The options Consultation sought to put at least 40% of the required development for East 
Dorset in a village on the edge of the Council Area, which is remote from employment, has no 
public transport suitable for commuters, is nowhere near any of the main transport corridors and 
where most households are forced to maintain two cars. 
Clearly this conflicts with Objectives 3 and 6, and the volume of housing suggested is very much 
more than is required for Local needs, and would dramatically change the character of the Local 
Community, violating Objective 5. Page 5
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I would urge Cabinet to accept all or most of the Objectives contained in the document, and 
ensure they are properly applied within a new Dorset wide Local Plan.
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